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Business Transacted 
By State Federation 
At Modesto Meeting 


The thirty-third annual convention of the Cali- 
fornia State Federation of Labor, after a five-day 
session at Modesto last week, adjourned to meet in 
Monterey in 1933. 

One of the notable features was the address of 
Senator Johnson, delivered on Wednesday, in 
which the fiery progressive statesman showed some 
of his former aggressiveness and practically an- 
nounced to the country his renunciation of the Re- 
publican platform and candidates. The speech was 
printed in practically alf of the newspapers of the 
country and created an immense amount of discus- 
sion. The Democratic candidate for the presi- 
dency, Franklin D. Roosevelt, took occasion to 
publicly commend the senator’s position, and the 
State Federation of Labor came in for a share. of 
the publicity incident to the discussion. 

The speeches of Tallant Tubbs, Republican can- 
didate for the Senate from California, and of his 
opponent, William G. McAdoo, likewise attracted 
much attention. While the convention took no offi- 
cial action on indorsements, it was plainly evident 
that Senator Johnson stood high in the estima- 
tion of the delegates, while each of the candidates 
for the Senate had many adherents. 

It was significant that Senator Johnson, who 
had never before addressed a convention of the 
California State Federation of Labor, should have 
taken the opportunity to deliver what will in all 
likelihood be regarded as the most important po- 
litical statement of the campaign. 


Many Important Measures 


The convention had before it many important 
resolutions, among them several dealing with the 
shorter work-day and work-week, prohibition, 
convict-made goods, Asiatic exclusion, safety in 
employment, wage reductions, unemployment and 
kindred subjects. 

Sixty-one propositions in all were disposed of 
by the convention, of which approximately forty 
were adopted, six more were referred to the in- 
coming executive council, seven were defeated, 
and three were expunged from the minutes. 


Usual Communist Demonstration 


The customary series of propositions of com- 
munist origin were presented, wildly inaccurate in 
Statement and abusive in purpose. No one read- 
ing them can avoid the conviction that they were 
introduced for the purpose of creating dissension, 
in which they were a total failure. An effort to give 
one of the wild-eyed brethren the privilege of the 
floor culminated on the last day of the convention 
in his being thrown bodily from the hall. 

The incident occurred during the discussion of 
the report of the secretary-treasurer, in which the 
activities of the executive council on the Mooney- 
Billings case, in accordance with instructions of the 
Santa Barbara convention of last year, were out- 
lined. A motion to permit a man named Scott, not 
a delegate, to take the floor to discuss the report 
was overwhelmingly defeated, and Scott rushed up 
the center of the aisle, gesticulating wildly and 
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shaking his shaggy mane dramatically, at the same 
time shouting something which was unintelligible 
because of the tumult. Immediately he was seized 
by several delegates and hustled unceremoniously 
out to the street and into the arms of a policeman. 

The whole incident was so evidently staged and 
so clumsily executed that it provoked a storm of 
laughter. It could have had no other purpose than 
to create strife. But the poor simpleton found that 
he was entirely without support, even the delegate 
who made the motion to hear him disclaiming him 
and his actions. : 

Three of the propositions submitted which were 
palpably of communist origin were so false in 
statement and abusive and intemperate of utterance 
that the convention voted unanimously to expunge 
them from the record. 


Propositions Adopted 

Among the more important of the propositions 
adopted were the following: 

By delegates of Bakers’ Unions of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach—Continuing on the “We Don’t 
Patronize” list the Continental Baking Company 
of Southern California; requesting that local unions 
place the Interstate Baking Company on their “We 
Don’t Patronize” lists, and announcing support of 
bakers’ unions in the Bay district in their fight 
against the unfair San Francisco Cracker Company 
or North American Biscuit Company. 

By C. R. Switzer of Sacramento Typographical 
Union—Putting the Federation on record as favor- 
ing immediate cessation of returns to the general 
fund of any portion of state employees’ wages; and 
favoring a five-day week for all state employees. 

By President A. W. Hoch—Urging the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation to finance the Boul- 
der Dam transmission line to the extent of $32,- 
000,000 as a measure of unemployment relief, This 
was subsequently amended to include the San 
Francisco Bay bridge in the petition. 

By W. G. Desepte of the San Francisco Grocery 
Clerks—Directing the executive council to prepare 
legislation to meet conditions created by the 
Hawes-Cooper act, so as to provide protection 
from competition of prison-made goods. 

By San Francisco Labor Council—Urging that 
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RESTORATION OF WAGES 
BUSINESS RECOVERY TEST 

Rating the question of wages as the most 
important in the category of questions about 
recovery, “Business Week,” McGraw-Hill 
business magazine, says, point blank: 

“The extent and speed of recovery from 
this depression will be determined mainly by 
the promptness with which wages can be 
restored to the pre-depression level and the 
degree to which they can be raised above it 
thereafter.” 

The magazine, in its striking editorial, is 
“quite sure” that money wages will in a few 
years be higher than in 1929, “even though 
commodity prices do not quite return to that 
level.” 

In the same editorial the magazine ridi- 
cules “the old Punch and Judy show of the 
‘Cost of Living vs. Wages,’ which used to 
amuse the older generation so much.” 
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By virtue of a ruling of the Court of Appeal for 
the First district last Monday the pet measures 
sponsored by Adolph Uhl in his endeavor to reduce 
wages and salaries of city employees by charter 
amendment were denied a place on the ballot for 
the November election. 

One of the proposed amendments provided for a 
reduction in salaries of all city employees; another 
would have compelled members of the police and 
fire departments to contribute on the same basis 
as other employees of the city to the pension and 
retirement fund, and the third would have barred 
from the city payrolls persons who were filling 
other public positions or drawing pensions from 
such sources. 


Threatens Special Election 


When this information was placed before the 
supervisors, Adolph Uhl, who had fathered the 
proposed amendments, demanded that they be 
placed on the ballot by resolution of the board. He 
said that unless such action was taken he would 
seek a ruling by the Supreme Court that would 
compel the supervisors to hold a special election 
to vote on his proposals. 

“If you are compelled to do this, and you will 
be,” he said, “the onus of costing the taxpayers 
$60,000 or more will be on your heads.” 

The hearing before Presiding Justice Nourse and 
Associate Justices Sturtevant and Spence was 
brief and in chambers. Also present were City At- 
torney O’Toole and Attorney Henry Heidelberg, 
an assistant; Attorneys Jesse H. Steinhart and 
Allen G. Wright, representing the petitioner, T. D. 
Boardman, appearing as a taxpayer, and Attorney 
Milton Uren, along with Adolph Uhl. 


Appeal Will Be Too Late 


None of the legal issues involved were gone into 
to any extent—just enough to convince all present 
that they could not be decided in the scant time 
left to place the measures on the ballot should they 
be held properly supported by the petitions. 

The Uhl propositions were set aside by the board 
of supervisors on Saturday last when Registrar of 
Voters C. J. Collins declared the initiative peti- 
tions lacked enough valid signatures to place them 
on the ballot. 

Originally the petitions carried the requisite 
number of signatures, but more than 16,000 affi- 
davits withdrawing the signers’ names were filed 
with the registrar. Nearly 24,000 valid signatures 
are necessary to place the proposals on the ballot. 


Makes Ridiculous Charge 


Uhl charged that the affidavits by which signers 
withdrew their names from the petition were ob- 
tained through “intimidation, bull-dozing and 
threats of boycott by city hall employees, firemen, 
policemen and even school teachers.” 

Opponents of the measures just as vehement 
declared that the original signatures were secured 
by misstatements as to their tenor and misunder- 
standing of their purpose. 
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BUSINESS TRANSACTED BY , 
STATE LABOR FEDERATION 


(Continued from Page One) 
construction work at California penal institutions 
be done by free labor. 

By Delegates of Sailors’ Union—Favoring the 
enactment of the King bill, excluding Oriental sea- 
men; another proposal urges action to prevent 
ratification of the treaty on safety of life at sea 
signed at London in 1929, which carries safety 
measures inferior to those provided in the seamen’s 
act. 

By Carl Fletcher of Long Beach Painters— 
Favoring an adequate tariff on petroleum and 
petroleum products. 

By James Giambruno of Livermore Tunnel and 
Aqueduct Workers—Favoring the elimination of 
the seven-day week on the Hetch-Hetchy proj- 
ect; another proposition which advocates provi- 
sion for a safety inspector who shall devote his 
entire time to the project. 

By B. A. Brundage, Bill Posters, San Francisco 
—Opposing legislation having for its purpose the 
elimination of outdoor advertising. 

By San Francisco Steam Shovel and Dredger- 
men—Extending medical relief by the public health 
service to men employed on government vessels of 


more than five tons’ burden and on dredgers en- i 


gaged in dredging harbors as aids to commerce on 
an equality with seamen employed on registered, 
enrolled and licensed vessels. 

By James Shea, Bakery Wagon Drivers, Oak- 
land—Petitioning Congress to adopt on all govern- 
ment work the six-hour day and five-day week 
with the maintenance of present weekly wages. 

By San Francisco Laundry Drivers’ Union— 
Opposing Asiatic industrial competition and ex- 
tending whole-hearted support to the Anti-Jap 
Laundry League. 

By ‘Edward Vandeleur and Joseph Blanchard, 
San Francisco Car Men's Union—Opposing en- 
forcement of the 3 per cent tax on electric energy 
upon any state, territory or political subdivision 
thereof in the operation of any public utility. 

By affiliated postal groups of San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, San Jose and Modesto—Favoring the 
five-day week for postal employees, with no pay 
reduction; asking relief for substitute postal work- 
ers; urging optional retirement of federal civil 
service employees after thirty years of service, 
with no age limitation; favoring repeal of the so- 
called national economy act, with its compulsory 
furlough without pay. 

By Anthony Brenner and Hugo Ernst, San 
Francisco Labor Council—Favoring maintenance 
of the principle of permanent tenure for teachers 
in the public schools. 

By J. W. Collins, Los Angeles Bricklayers’ 
Union—Calling attention to the evasion of the 
prevailing wage law, and urging protection for the 
building crafts. 

By E. E. Lampton, Los Angeles Hardwood 
Floor Workers—Protesting against diversion of 
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gasoline tax funds to any other purpose than con- 
struction, maintenance and repair of highways. 

By Coss and McDonald, Los Angeles Typo- 
graphical Union—Reaffirming disapproval of at- 
tempts of public officials or civic groups to lower 
prevailing wages and salaries. 

By Coss and McDonald of Los Angeles Typo- 
graphical Union—Placing the Los Angeles “Shop- 
ping News” on the “We Don’t Patronize” list. 

By Dowell and Donnelly of San Diego Feder- 
ated Trades—Urging the amendment of the law 
governing fisheries to prevent any person ineli- 
gible for citizenship from taking fish for sale or 
profit; urging that a tariff be imposed on frozen 
tuna or swordfish brought in in foreign bottoms, 
and on imported canned tuna sufficient to protect 
the industry from “unfair foreign competition.” 

By J. W. Buzzell, Los Angeles Pattern Makers 
—Urging repeal of all that part of the workmien’s 
compensation law which prohibits the computation 
of compensation upon any other basis than the 
rate of pay which the injured person was actually 
receiving at the time of injury, without regard to 
whether the injured person had earned much or 
little prior to the day of injury. 

By J. L. Kerchen, San Francisco Teachers’ 
Union—Approving the efforts to organize the op- 
pressed farmers of the country. 

By Eleanor V. Carson of Los Angeles Office 
Workers’ Union—Discouraging the employment 
of students at low wages on part-time jobs. 

By C. J. Hyans, Los Angeles Bill Posters— 
Pledging support to the product of the Rocky 
Mountain Fuel Company and urging the purchase 
of union-mined coal. 

By James Matthams, Santa Barbara Carpenters’ 
Union—Demanding for the law-abiding unem- 
ployed “treatment at least as favorable as is ac- 
corded to men convicted of felonies.” This was 
amended to demand a wage of $5 a day on road 
work. 

By C. W. Deal of San Francisco Ferryboat- 
men’s Union—Denouncing the attempt of railroad 
corporations to reduce wages in order to pay divi- 
dends on watered stock, “not representing physical 
assets or capital investment.” 

By A. W. Hoch, Los Angeles Machinists’ Union 
—Condemning the federal administration “for act- 
ing illegally, arbitrarily, inhumanly and in contra- 
vention of the Constitution of the United States 
guaranteeing to the most humble citizen the right 
of peaceful assembly and petition” in connection 
with the bonus army in Washington. 

By C. C. Nunnally, Modesto Typographical 
Union—Urging a twentieth amendment to the 
Constitution providing for the five-day week and 
six-hour day. 


Election of Officers 


Officers elected for the ensuing year were as 
follows: 


President—A. W. Hoch, Los Angeles Machin- 
ists. 

Secretary-treasurer — Paul Scharrenberg, 
ors’ Union. 

Delegate to the American Federation of Labor 
convention at Cincinnati—Paul Scharrenberg. 

Vice-presidents—District No. 1, Earl Nelson; 
No. 2, Ray E. Gelston and Lou Blix; No. 3, James 
Matthams; No. 4, William E. Graham; No. 5, C. C. 
Nunnally; No. 6, Ros. Mannina; No. 7, George Du- 
rand; No. 8, Eima Smith-Belvail; No. 9, B. F. 
Dodge, Charles S. Child, James E. Hopkins and 
Anthony Noriega; No. 10, George W. Stokel. 

By unanimous vote the convention selected 
Monterey as the meeting place for 1933. 
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Hoover’s Suggestion 
To Defer Wage Cuts 


One of the most important developments in con. 
nection with the plans of the great railway corpora- 
tions to make a drive for further reductions in 
the wages of railroad employees was the statement 
issued by Secretary of Labor Doak, to: the effect 
that President Hoover had requested the repre. 
sentatives of railway labor organizations and the 
presidents of leading railways to defer all discus. 
sions of railway wage reductions until the end of 
the present year. 

Recently the leaders of more than twenty rail- 
way labor organizations and brotherhoods fe. 
quested President Hoover to oppose suggestions 
for further reductions in railway wages. Doak’s 
statement said: 

“The present agreement does not expire until 
February 1 next. The President’s view was that 
it might be well agreed to defer further discussion 
until the end of the year, as the general economic 
situation would be much clearer at that time, and 
negotiations could be based on a better realization 
of the actual circumstances existing.” 

Another significant incident in connection with 
the statement of the administration is that a few 
days ago Daniel J. Tobin, president of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, 
Stablemen and Helpers, issued an appeal from 
New York to President Hoover calling upon him 
to use the powers of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation to arrest wage cutting by the rail- 
roads. 

Tobin’s organization includes Railway Express 
chauffeurs and helpers, and thus is one of the or- 
ganizations that would be affected by the proposed 
wage reduction. 

Tobin also is chairman of the labor division of 
the Democratic National Committee. In his pub- 
lished statement Tobin said: 

“The demand of the railroads for a wage reduc- 
tion of 15 per cent in addition to the 10 per cent 
taken from these workers last January—with 
promise of its restoration next February—affords 
Mr. Hoover a chance to prove that his wage and 
employment declarations have meant something 
more than lip service. By withholding loans from 
corporations pursuing policies that in this emer- 
gency are anti-social and, broadly speaking, uneco- 
nomic, the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
could give force to the government’s announced 
policy. By granting continued loans to the rail- 
roads in these circumstances the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation will be giving aid and com- 
fort to the chief enemies of that policy. 

“The railroads, as the nation’s largest employ- 
ing group, have already set a bad example of wage 
cutting.” 
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Government Employees’ Union 


Boosts Its Lodges to Forty 


John Arthur Shaw, president of the American 
Federation of Government Employees, announced 
in Washington last week that the new organization 
had increased the number of its lodges to forty. 

“Tt is not difficult to understand,” he said, “the 
response that has been granted. 

“There has been a heartening response from the 
field. As the news traveled that we had been given 
a place in the councils of organized labor, groups 
of government workers in various parts of the 
country sought affiliation with our organization. 

“This response from the field is indisputable 
evidence that federal employees are alert to the 
value of membership in an organization that cal 
offer the effective and protective influence of of- 
ganized labor.” 
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Mooney- Billings Case 
At Modesto Convention 


Because of the fact that the action of the Mo- 
desto convention of the California State Federation 
of Labor in the Mooney-Billings case was incor- 
rectly reported in the daily press, creating some 
misunderstanding, the proceedings dealing with 
that incident are here reprinted from the official 
proceedings. The report of Secretary Scharrenberg 
was under consideration, and was as follows: 

“Immediately after adjournment of the Santa 
Barbara convention copies of resolution No. 8, out- 
lining the policy of the California State Federation 
of Labor in re Mooney-Billings, were mailed to 
both men. Mooney ignored the resolution, but 
sillings, in a letter dated October 26, 1931, de- 
clared himself in accord with the intent and pur- 
pose of the resolution. Thereafter Secretary Schar- 
renberg, together with Vice-President Stokel, made 
several visits to Billings at Folsom prison and at 
length discussed plans for the enactment of such 
changes in the criminal law and procedure of this 
state as will remedy the defects and omissions 
brought to light through the circumstances and 
revelations of these cases. 


For Changes in Criminal Law 

“The executive council, at the meeting held on 
January 17, approved the formation of a Citizens’ 
Committee on Legal Reforms consisting of rep- 
resentative trade-unionists and other  public- 
spirited citizens, such committee to educate the 
public and, in particular, the members of the Cali- 
fornia Legislature, for the urgent need of changes 
in the criminal law and procedure. 

“The Citizens’ Committee on Legal Reforms, as 
subsequently organized, has the following. mem- 
bership: Fremont Older, president; Edwin Bur- 
(dette Backus, John D. Barry, Major C. Morton 
Booth, Charles H. Brennan, Ray C. Bucklin, W. N. 
Burkhardt, J. W. Buzzell, Miriam Allen DeFord, 
Hugo Ernst, Sara Bard Field, Daniel P. Haggerty, 
A. W. Hoch, George F. Irvine, Saul S. Klein, 
George G, Kidwell, Father Robert Emmett Lucey. 
Edwin V. McKenzie, Daniel C. Murphy, John A. 
O'Connell, Cora Older, Dave H. Ryan, Harry 
Sherman, Lillian Symes, Bert P. Ward, Rabbi 
Jacob J. Weinstein, Colonel C. E. S. Wood: Paul 
Scharrenberg, secretary; Madeline Wieland, assis- 
tant secretary. 

“The committee has circularized the unions of 
California and submitted a tentative draft of the 
proposed amendments to the codes of California, 
all aimed to correct the defects in California legal 
procedure complained of by the Wickersham Com- 
mission. It is the intention of the committee to 
correspond, before the November ‘election, with 
all candidates for the forthcoming Legislature to 
enlist their co-operation and support. 

“Although the delegates to this convention are 
iully informed of the fact that during the year 
the fourth successive governor of California re- 
fused to pardon Mooney, it should be stated for 
the record that Governor Rolph, on April 21, issued 
a formal statement denying the pardon application 
of Thomas J. Mooney. The governor’s statement 
and the accompanying report on the case prepared 
by former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
Matt I. Sullivan are published in a pamphlet of 
ninety-three pages, printed in the state printing 
office. The pamphlet is obtainable only through 
the governor’s office.” 

Secretary’s Report Concurred In 

The committee on officers’ reports recommended 
‘oncurrence in the action of the executive council, 
approval of the formation and work of the Citi- 
7ens’ Committee on Legal Reforms, commenda- 
tion of the executive council for obtaining the con- 
Sent of such distinguished citizens to serve on the 
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‘committee, and an expression of appreciation by 


the convention to the public-spirited men and 

women who have agreed to co-operate in this im- 

portant work. The recommendations were adopted. 
The official proceedings continue: 


“At this point President Hoch recognized Dele- 
gate C. J. Ausmus, Electrical Workers’ No. 340, 
Sacramento, who read a telegram which requested 
a Mooney \Molder Defense Committee representa- 
tive be given the floor. Delegate Ausmus moved 
that the Mooney representative be given the floor. 
Motion seconded by Delegate Harris. Delegates 
Scharrenberg, Stoneman, Gifford, Noriega, Bren- 


‘ner, Hoenig and Deal spoke against the motion. 


Motion was lost. During the discussion the point 
was stressed that the Mooney representative had 
admitted he was not a member of any union. 

“At this point the Mooney representative at- 
tempted to create a disturbance in the hall by 
shouting and screaming at the top of his voice. 
He was promptly evicted from the hall by a num- 
ber of delegates. The committee continued the. re- 
port on the Mooney-Billings case as follows: 

“Resolutions Nos. 52, 53 and 56, all by the same 
author, refer to the Mooney case, to the release of 
all political prisoners, to the repeal of the criminal 
syndicalism law of California, and other subjects. 
The language of the three resolutions is intemper- 
ate and reflects upon the honesty and integrity of 
various unnamed delegates to previous conventions 
of the California State Federation of Labor. 


“Railroading” Charge Ridiculous 


“One paragraph asserts that a proposition per- 
taining to the Mooney-Billings case was ‘rail- 
roaded’ through the Santa Barbara convention. It 
is evident that the delegate who makes this con- 
temptible assertion does not believe in majority 
rule. The Mooney-Billings resolution approved by 
the Santa Barbara convention was carried, after 
a free and fair discussion, with only three dissent- 
ing votes. Substantially the same resolution was 
subsequently adopted by unanimous vote at the 
American Federation of Labor convention. 

“In order to clarify the situation, your commit- 
tee recommends: (1) that we condemn the cow- 
ardly attacks by Delegate Harris upon unnamed 
delegates and repudiate his advocacy of minority 
rule; (2) that we reaffirm our belief in the inno- 
cence of Mooney and Billings and reiterate with 
emphasis the attitude of the California labor move- 
ment upon this subject as expressed by resolution 
No. 8, adopted at the Santa Barbara convention; 
(3) that we reiterate our demand for the repeal of 
the criminal syndicalism law; (4) that propositions 
Nos. 52, 53 and 56 be filed. 

“Report of the committee was 
adopted. 

“Delegate Ausmus asked to be recorded as dis- 
approving the action of the Mooney representative, 
and as voting for the recommendation of the 
committee.” 


unanimously 


Bridge Work Could Be 


Three 


Started in 30 Days 


Appearing before President Hoover as a mem- 
ber of the advisory finance committee of the Cali- 
fornia Toll Bridge Authority last Monday, Leland 
W. Cutler, president of the San Francisco Cham- 
ber of Commerce, told the chief executive that if 
the loan asked from the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation were available for the building of the 
toll bridge from Oakland to San Francisco con- 
tracts could be awarded within thirty days and 
6000 men would be put to work directly, accord- 
ing to Washington advices. 

In addition, he said, 5000 more men could be 
given employment in mills, and 40,000,000 feet of 
lumber would be purchased in Oregon and Wash- 
ington. 

Cutler said he would go before the Reconstruc- 
tion Corporation with J. R. Knowland, Oakland 
publisher, and Harrison Robinson, Oakland law- 
yer. He estimated the loan to be requested could 
be repaid in twenty to twenty-five years. 

pe ee, 
A LIGHT PUN 

The president of a gas company was making a 
stirring address. “Think of the good the gas com- 
pany has done,” he cried. “If I were permitted a 
pun, I should say, ‘Honor the Light Brigade.’” 
And a customer immediately shouted: “Oh, what 
a charge they made!”—“Labor.” 
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Start Relief Works 


In opening a one-day welfare and relief mobili- 
zation conference in Washington on September 15 
President Hoover enjoined his hearers to “see that 
none shall go hungry and unsheltered this winter.” 
“This is, I trust, the last winter of this great calamity. 
Yet despite a dawning hope upon the horizon, indi- 
vidual need in the meantime may be greater than 
before,” he said, and declared that the major task 
was “to maintain the spiritual impulses in our peo- 
ple for generous giving and generous service—in 
the spirit that each is his brother’s keeper.” 

The fact that millions of citizens, and those best 
able to provide practical means of averting suffer- 
ing, will not be moved by the President’s benevo- 
lent words, is making it more and more apparent 
that something more than private charity is neces- 
sary to prevent disaster during the coming time of 
stress. Private charity has been taxed to the 
utmost, and it is becoming more and more a con- 
viction that this private relief, furnished through 
“job-sharing” and other means of throwing the bur- 
den upon those least able to bear it, has about run 
its course. 

The most practical evidence that “each is his 
brother’s keeper” would be to expedite the expen- 
diture of the funds already provided by a generous 
government in inaugurating and pushing to com- 
pletion plans for putting men to work. 

If as much concern had been shown in saving 
the workers as already has been shown in saving 
bans and railroads there would be less necessity 
for frenzied appeals to the charitably minded. 

> -—--- — 


“State Socialism” in Chile 


When the established government of the Repub- 
lic of Chile was overthrown last June the revolu- 
tionary junta which assumed power declared they 
intended to set up a “socialist” regime, says the 
Weekly News Letter of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Fear was expressed in conservative quarters that 
the new order of things meant the complete over- 
throw of capitalism and the establishment of a 
comumnist scheme such as obtains in the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The known conservatism of the officials of the 
new Chilean government compelled students of the 


situation to regard the proposed socialist regime | 


and the alleged menace of soviet communism with 
a large degree of skepticism. Declarations of these 
officials that their plan centered around forms of 
government control or ownership of industry ‘con- 
firmed this opinion. 

Now the Banco Central of Chile, a government 
institution, in its latest bulletin, still further allays 
the fear that Chile is going to adopt soviet prac- 
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tices, or that schemes of government dangerous to 
the existing economic or political order are in- 
tended, with the official statement that the major 
policy of the Chilean government is concerned 
with economic planning under state control, which 
the government calls ‘state socialism.’ The bank’s 
statement follows: 

“The political events of June gave rise to various 
interpretations at home and abroad. In the con- 
fusion of the moment the idea gained ground that 
the revolutionary movement would degenerate into 
destructive and anarchic communism. After calm 
had been established the fundamental idea of the 
revolution was revealed. 

“State socialism has absolutely no relation to 
communism or bolshevism nor even to scientific 
socialism. 

“State socialism is the recognition that com- 
pletely free capitalism has been powerless to con- 
quer the crisis, and that in order to prevent chaos 
the state must take charge of organizing and reg- 
ulating national economy in all departments. 

“Cnaotic and disordered economy, without a 
plan, determined in its development only by pri- 
vate interests and exposed therefore to violent 
changes, must be replaced by an orderly, well- 
considered economy with a definite plan, which 
far from eliminating individual initiative submits 
it to regulation with a view to conserving the in- 
terests and welfare of the whole people. 

“In this form, state socialism, the slogan of the 
Chilean revolution, is the same thing as the capi- 
talist plan and the planned economy of distin- 
guished European economists.” 

It will be noted that the intervention of the 
government of Chile in national economic planning 
is caused by the complete inability of the “rugged 
individualism” of private industry to manage bus- 
iness in the public interest. 

The extension of government intervention in 
business affairs in the United States has been 
brought about by the same conditions that en- 
gendered it in Chile—the absolute inability or re- 
fusal of those who own and control our financial, 
commercial and industrial institutions to operate 
them primarily for the interests of the great mass 
of the people instead of for the unpatriotic purpose 
of piling up accumulated wealth in the hands of 
the few. 

——_—— @—— 
Pensions for Railroad Men 

The “Railroad 

Association” 


Employees’ National Pension 
will meet in convention at Chicago on 
October 10, and a strong campaign is being car- 
ried on in every state of the Union with a view of 
obtaining support for the association’s retirement 
pension bill, according to publicity sent out from 
Chicago headquarters. 

The bill dealing with the subject was introduced 
in the Senate at the last session by Senator Henry 
D. Hatfield of West Virginia and in the House by 
Representative Kent E. Keller of Illinois. It has 
been assured that hearings on the bill will be held 
soon after Congress reconvenes in December. 

“That there is a wide demand for contributory 
pension systems is shown by the fact that many 
states, cities, colleges and industrial corporations 
already have some form of plan, either handled 
entirely by themselves or through the medium of a 
life insurance company,” says a prominent well- 
wisher of the plan. “What is of basic and primary 
importance is that the pension system be estab- 
lished on a sound basis. This has not always been 
the case in the past, with the result that frequently 
the prospective beneficiaries have been bitterly dis- 
appointed.” 

The letter was written prior to the time that the 
bill providing for retirement pensions for railroad 
and express employees had been drafted and intro- 
duced in Congress. Presumably what he had in 
mind when he referred to pension systems which 
have heretofore “bitterly disappointed” prospective 
beneficiaries are those pension systems adopted by 


‘by the San Francisco local, 


great corporations as a means of inducing their 
employees not to join a labor union. The grand 
fizzle of the pension systems inaugurated by the 
big Chicago packing houses several years ago fur- 
nishes an illustration. In such instances the em- 
ployees and the government have no control over 
the pension funds thus created. 

Before committing itself to co-operation with the 
railroad employees in their demands for pensions 
through government sources the organized labor 
movement will be justified in asking more informa- 
tion as to the plan than has been accorded. Any- 
thing savoring of special privileges for one class of 
workers will be looked upon askance. 

—_—_ &_- —____ 


Tenure for Teachers 


The annual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Teachers adopted resolutions introduced 
No. 61, dealing with 
teacher tenure, and J. M. Graybiel of Local 61, 
chairman of the permanent committee on tenure, 
submitted a statement which is of especial interest 
at this time. It was as follows: 

“The California Teachers’ Association, through 
its committee, has recommended that the present 
tenure law be left as it is with the exception that 
we take out of it the two words, ‘and fact.’ The 
present law says we have a right to go to the 
courts on questions of law and fact. If they can 
get these words out then we will have no tenure 
law. Of course, I do not think that such a law 
would be constitutional, but why should we be 
compelled to spend thousands of dollars to prove 
it unconstitutional? Where is there a teacher who 
could afford to go to the courts to prove such a 
fact? If the California Teachers’ Association was 
a teachers’ association and not an administrators’ 
association, it would be different. As it now stands, 
it is worth very little. Most of the school boards 
are voiding the law by dismissing all the proba- 
tionary teachers at the end of three years. Some- 
thing radically different is needed. The power must 
be taken out of the hands of a political board. 
This may mean a fight to place tenure in the con- 
stitutions of the several states so that every legis- 
lature will not make a political football out of 
tenure. The status of a teacher at the end of his 
probationary period must be determined by some 
sort of a disinterested board or commission or the 
granting of a teacher’s certificate only upon a care- 
ful determination of the ability of the recipient o/ 
such a certificate. This certificate would then mean 
tenure from the very first for the holder of such 
a credential. Unless something of this kind is 
done I cannot see a bright future for the teacher 
or the cause of education. Our best talent can not 
afford to take a chance at anything quite as uncer- 
tain as teaching would become. Women might take 
a chance with the hope of changing their names in 
the near future. Is it necessary to be a prophet to 
tell what the results will be for the public schools 
of the future?” 

The recent convention of the California State 
Federation of Labor at Modesto went on record 
as favoring the maintenance of the principle ol 
permanent tenure for teachers. 

Se ee 
THOMAS TO BROADCAST 

Norman Thomas’s speech before the Common- 
wealth Club of San Francisco, to be made from 
12:45 to 1:30 p. m. (Pacific Standard Time) on I'ri- 
day, October 7, will be broadcast from station 
KGO and the “Gold” network of the National 
Broadcasting Company, which covers the Rocky 
Mountain and Pacific Coast states. 

——_-@____—_ 
NEVER FELT REAL HARDSHIP 


We're fed up on reading about the hardihood of 


pioneer Americans. Not one of them could have 
endured riding fifty-six miles in a rumble-seat over 
one of our detours.—Atlanta “Constitution.” 
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FROM LABOR VIEWPOINT 


H. L. Mencken, himself classified as a “liberal,” 
has this to say of liberals in general: “Liberals are 
naturally damned fools and always credit and 
cherish whatever is most incredible.” It is unfor- 
tunately true that there is some justification for 
the latter part of his statement. 


China’s millions are starving for lack of wheat. 
The United States has millions of bushels for 
which there is no market. It is a sad commentary 
on our civilization that negotiations for the sale 
of 15,000,000 bushels of American wheat to China 
have been in progress since last June—held up by 
lack of a medium of exchange. The difficulty was 


overcome by the Chinese pledging the customs : 


receipts. 


Considerable criticism of the Baltimore “Sun” 
has been stirred up because one of its editorial staff 
was discharged because Of his joint authorship of 


“Washington Merry-Go-Round,” a book which | 
held up to public ridicule men and women promi- | 
Books of this nature have .a | 
place in the literature of the day; but one is in-. 
clined to be sympathetic with the newspaper pub- | 


nent in national life. 


lisher who declines to allow his publication to be 


associated in the public mind with this kind of : 


sensationalism. 


Taxation of all labor-displacing machinery was 
advocated in a speech before the Connecticut Fed- | 


eration of Labor’s annual convention at Stamford 
last week. The idea was broached by J. C. Danaher, 
legal counsel for the Federation. “Profits from the 
operation of such machinery should be distributed 
among those to whom it brings unemployment 
with its consequent misery,” Danaher said. “Taxa- 
tion of that nature, along with the shorter work- 
day and work-week, would be needed to restore 
the purchasing power of American workingmen.” 


“Not until the ballot is accepted as a human 
right, to be forfeited only by mental incompetence 
or by crime, is democracy safe,” says “Labor,” 
discussing the fact that twelve states disfranchise 
citizens for poverty. Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Oregon, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee 
and Virginia have this distinction, according to 
the Philadelphia “Record.” In eight of the twelve 
the voter must show tax receipts; and in Oregon, 
Rhode Island and Pennsylvania he must hold a 
certain amount of property. 


Reports received by the Children’s Bureau of 
the United States Department of Labor from so- 
cial agencies in various cities furnish an indication 
of the terrific toll unemployment is taking in 
broken homes. According to figures compiled by 


the bureau the number of children being cared for ' 


in institutions or foster homes has increased 25 
per cent since the depression began in 1929. Re- 
ports were made by 55 agencies in 17 metropolitan 
= 
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areas. Louisville, Ky., showed a 37 per cent in- 
crease in children taken into foster homes. Lan- 
caster, Pa., reported a 35.5 per cent boost of those 
receiving institutional care. 


After a trip from Washington to the Pacific 
Coast consuming six weeks, Ray Lyman Wilbur, 
secretary of the interior, confided to newspaper 


men that he had seen “no abject poverty in any of ! 
“A foreigner,” 


the great centers of population.” 
he continued, “provided he did not read the news- 
Papers, would never know of any economic 


change.” Which prompts “Labor” to suggest that 


he must have stopped at the highest priced hotels 
or most exclusive clubs. Even at that he must have 
gone around with blinkers on to miss evidence of 
the 53,000 persons on the relief list reported by the 
San Francisco Community Chest. This is the 
same individual who recently announced that chil- 
dren’s health had been benefited by the depression. 
What a man! 


> 
HAS THE RIGHT REMEDY 
“Let us get these ten or twelve million people 
back on pay rolls,” said United States Senator Bar- 
bour, New Jersey, in a national radio talk. “let 
us shorten the work-week and spread employment.” 
ee ee 


INCREASE IN BUILDING PERMITS 


There was an increase of 4.5 per cent in the esti- 


mated cost of all building operations, according to 
reports of building permits received by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics of the United States Depart- 
ment of Labor from 352 identical cities of the 


United States having a population of 25,000 or over ' 


for the months of July, 1932, and August, 1932. 
The estimated cost of all building operations for 


which permits were issued in these cities during | 
August was $37,137,073. The number of all build-. 


ing operations increased 18.7 per cent, comparing 
the two periods. Comparing August with July, 
1932, there was an increase of 22.5 per cent in the 
number and an increase of 20.6 per cent in the esti- 
mated cost of new residential buildings. New non- 
residential buildings increased 23.6 per cent in num- 
ber, but decreased 3.7 per cent in estimated cost. 


Additions, alterations and repairs increased 16.8 


per cent in number and 10.1 per cent in estimated 
cost. During August, 1932, family dwelling units 
were provided for 2290 families. This is an increase 
of 18 per cent as compared with July. 


REFERENDUM MEASURES 


The California State Federation of Labor con- 
vention at Modesto made the following recom- 
mendations to members of organized labor with 
reference to voting on the various measures men- 
tioned below at the November election: 
1. Wright act repeal 
2. State liquor regulation 
4. Removing restriction upon use of state’s 
- half of highway transportation taxes (Sen- 
ate constitutional amendment No, 22) 

. Legislative expenses (Senate constitutional 
amendment No. 17) 

. Initiative and referendum (Senate constitu- 
tional amendment No. 3) 

. School funds, income, sales tax (initiative 

constitutional amendment) 
. Tax liens (Assembly constitutional amend- 
ment No. 2) 

. City charter provision for nomination and 
election of officers (proportional represen- 
tation — Senate constitutional amendment 


. County charter provisions for nomination: 
and election of officers (proportional rep- 
resentation—Senate constitutional’ amend- 
ment No. 8) 


COMMENT AND CRITICISM | 
I. L. N. S. : 
The guns of the mighty reverberate through the 


thills and Maine goes Democratic for the first time 


in the life of most voters of today as far as presi- 
dential years are concerned. 

The days are full of turmoil and the nights but 
foreshadow the next day’s cares. ; 

Two things occupy the attention of most men: 
Unemployment and politics. And of those who 
turn to politics most hope that election day will 
bring I'ght into the dark places of employment. 

The great weight of idleness at times seems so 
great that it can never be lifted. Statistics pile 
woe upon woe. 

Any yet—and yet—there does seem to be light. 
There are millions at work and new jobs are being 
found daily. 

Perhaps we have become so soaked in gloom 
that the encrustation prevents the ingress of sun- 


shine. Who knows about that 
* * * 


But to return to politics for a moment. 

Reports come from many sides that men, dis- 
gusted with both major parties, will vote for Nor- 
man Thomas in protest. 

Some predict that the socialist ex-parson will 
garner as many as two million votes. Quite pos- 
sibly it may turn out that way. 

But what foolishness that will be! 

Let voters remember this thing: To pile up a 
heavy vote for Norman Thomas is to create a new 
prestige for socialism and no man who does not 
believe in socialism ought to help create prestige 
for the philosophy of Karl Marx, upon which so- 
cialist and communist alike base their programs of 
action. 

That is the thing to have in mind. That is why 
not a single non-socialist should ever vote the 


socialist ticket in this or any other election. 
* * * 


It is one thing to express dissatisfaction with a 
party. It is another to build up the strength and 
prestige of a party in which one does not believe 
and which, if on the verge of success, he would 
contest to the bitter end. 

Norman Thomas is not running merely as Nor- 
man Thomes. He is running as the socialist can- 
didate for president, just as Foster is running as 
the communist candidate. Both are avowed ene- 
mies of the present social order. 

A vote for Thomas is not a vote of protest; it 
is a vote for destruction of the present order and 
nothing else can be made of it. 

He who does not want a socialist order has no 
business whatever voting for Norman Thomas or 
for any other socialist candidate. 

Let those who have faith in democracy stick to 
democracy. 
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Green Urges Defeat 
Of Senator Reed Smoot 


William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in a communication addressed to 
the organized labor movement of Utah, has urged 
the trade unionists of that state to mobilize all 
their strength to defeat Reed Smoot for re-election 
to the United States Senate and choose Elber D. 
Thomas to take his place. 

Mr. Green gave a tabloid picture of Senator 
Smoot’s persistent opposition to labor legislation 
and declared that his record was so objectionable 
from labor’s point of view that it warranted his 
defeat. 

“In the pursuit of its non-partisan political pol- 
icy,” Mr. Green’s statement said, “the American 
Federation of Labor is urging its membership and 
its friends to vote for those members of Congress 
who have shown themselves to be sympathetic and 
friendly toward the legislative proposals and the 
principles and policies of organized labor. 

“Because of this fact, the election of a United 
States senator and members of Congress in the 
State of Utah is a matter of deep concern and of 
great interest to labor and its friends throughout 
the nation. 

“Senator Reed Smoot is a candidate for re-elec- 
tion to the United States Senate in Utah.” 

Mr. Green points out that Smoot voted for con- 
firmation of the appointment of Judge Parker, 
noted for his infamous “yellow dog” contract de- 
cision, against the wishes of organized labor; that 
he vigorously espoused the sales tax, which organ- 
ized labor contends is a plan to transfer the tax 
burden from the wealthy to the back of labor; he 
voted against the child labor constitutional amend- 
ment, against the Clayton act, and against in- 
creases in wages for federal employees. He was 
absent and did not vote when the Norris- 
l.aGuardia anti-injunction bill passed the Senate. 

Because of this highly objectionable record 
labor and its friends in Utah are admonished to 
vote for Smoot’s opponent, Dr. Elber D. Thomas. 
who is highly commended by organized labor in 
Utah. 
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Kentucky Coal Miner Acquitted 
Of Conspiracy to Commit Murder 


Despite all the efforts of the Harlan County, 
Kentucky, prosecution to convict him, Fred M. 
Bratcher, union coal miner, was acquitted when 
tried for the third time for conspiracy to murder 
Jim Daniels, deputized gunman, killed in a clash 
when Black Mountain Coal Company guards in- 
vaded Evarts on May 5, 1931, with the expressed 
purpose of shooting up the town, says a Harlan 
dispatch. Two previous juries which tried Bratcher 
had disagreed. 

Acquittal in the present case was due to the 
jurors’ disbelief in the stories of various gunmen 
and others who testified for the prosecution. This 
jury came from Owsley County, not far from the 
coal fields. Bratcher’s first trial was before a jury 
from Whitely County, also near by, which voted 
eleven to one for acquittal. The second jury was 
from Mercer County, in the Blue Grass section; it 
disagreed and was discharged after seventy-five 
hours’ deliberation. 

——@__—__—_ 
“We Don’t Patronize” List of 
California Federation of Labor 


The following is the “We Don’t Patronize” list 
approved at the recent convention of the California 
State Federation of Labor at Modesto: 


Wearing Apparel—Co-Op Manufacturing Com- 
pany (all garments), Oakland; Petaluma Manu- 
facturing Company (all garments), Petaluma; 
Goldstone Bros. of San Francisco. 

Food—All Oriental meat markets; Continental 
Baking Company, Los Angeles and San Diego; 
Inter-State Baking Company in Los Angeles, 
Long Beach, Anaheim and Glendale; Meyers Bak- 
ing Company, San Bernardino; Wilson Confec- 
turant, Sacramento, Stockton, Fresno, Palo Alto, 
Oakland and San Francisco; the San Francisco 
Cracker Company or North American Biscuit 
Company. ; 

Drinks—Hollywood Dry, Inc., bottlers of Holly- 
wood Ginger Ale, Hollywood Pomo, Hollywood 
Dry Orange and manufacturers of soda fountain 
syrups, Hollywood. 

Newspapers and Periodicals—Riverside ‘Eve- 
ning Press,’ “The Grizzly Bear,” “Collier’s 
Weekly,” “American Magazine,” “Woman’s Home 
Companion,” “Farm and Fireside,” “Mentor”; the 
Sun Company of San Bernardino, Calif., including 
all its subsidiaries, viz.: San Bernardino “Daily 
Sun,” San Bernardino “Evening Telegram,” Sun 
Printing and Publishing House, Inland Engraving 
and Colortype Company, Sun Advertising Service, 
Sun Engraving Company, Sun Investment Com- 
pany and Acme Color Print Company. 

Hotels, Resorts, etc—Hughes Hotel, Fresno; 
Hotel Stockton and Coffee Shop, Stockton; Yosem- 
ite Park and Curry Company, operating conces- 
sions in Yosemite National Park. 
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Von Papen Plans to 
Aid German Workers 


The vast plan of campaign against unemployment 
outlined by Mr. von Papen in his speech to the 
Westphalian Peasants’ League at Munster has re- 
ceived the sanction of the president of the Ger- 
man Republic in the form of a legislative decree 
dated September 4, 1932, says “Industrial and 
Labour Information,” published by the Interna- 
tional Labour Office of the League of Nations. 


In his speech at Munster the chancellor ex- 
pressed the view that the economic depression had 
reached its turning point, and that a large-scale 
program for providing employment would now 
have a fair chance of leading to a real improve- 
ment in the situation. 


The legislative decree thus aims at a revival o/ 
economic activity and at stimulating the immedi- 
ate engagement of unemployed workers. This is 
to be done in four ways.” In the first place, public 
works representing the expenditure of several hun- 
dred million marks will be begun during the com- 
ing months. Secondly, the decree includes a 
scheme for providing large credits to enable man- 
ufacturers, merchants, farmers and landlords to 
carry out repairs and improvements which have 
been postponed on account of the depression and 
are now urgently required. The credits will be ob- 
tained by discounting with the Reichsbank or other 
banks “taxation certificates’”’ which will be issued 
by the government to the value of 40 per cent of 
the payments made on account of certain taxes. 
These certificates, which may be quoted on the 
Stock Exchange, will be accepted in payment of 
federal taxes between 1934 and 1938. The total 
value of the certificates issued for this purpose 
will be about 1520 million marks, of which 170 
million marks’ worth will be delivered to the rail- 
ways. Thirdly, subsidies will be granted, also in 
the form of taxation certificates, to all employers 
who increase their staffs, at the rate of 100 marks 
for each additional worker employed during a 
period of three months. Certificates may be issued 
for this purpose up to 700 million marks, which 
would provide employment for a year for 1,750,000 
workers. Finally, in order to encourage employers 
to engage additional workers, the decree lays down 
that those who increase their staffs during the next 
few months may reduce wages despite existing 
collective agreements; the rate of reduction au- 
thorized is fixed by a sliding scale according to 
the number of workers engaged, up to a maximum 
of 12.5 per cent corresponding to an increase of 
25 per cent of the existing staff. 

The issue of taxation certificates, on which the 
second and third of these measures are based, 
clearly amounts to a reduction of taxes in respect 
of the years 1934 to 1938. Mr. von Papen is con- 
vinced, however, that once prosperity has returned 
the problem of public finance will present no dif- 
ficulties, and that the far-reaching administrative 
changes by which he proposes to adjust the ma- 
chinery of the state to the impoverished condition 
of the nation will result in a substantial reduction 
in future budgets. 
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Hetch Hetchy Disaster 
Discussed by French 


In his September report to the governor’s coun- 
cil Will J. French, director of the California State 
Department of Industrial Relations, says: 

“On August 28, 1932, a crew of sixteen men were 
engaged in retimbering a section of the Hetch 
Hetchy tunnel between Valle and Mocho shafts. 
At one point there were five men putting in a new 
set of timbers between two old sets. The ground 
at this location is classed as a fresh water gravel 
containing clay. This particular crew had been 
busy about one hour when, without any warning, 
the earth suddenly caved in, and the workers were 
completely covered and lost their lives. There were 
men engaged on either side of this location, within 
less than 100 feet, and some of them state that 
there was no indication of any sort preceding the 
cave-in, and that the ground seemed to drop sud- 
denly. Such accidents should not be classed as 
unavoidable because the causes are unknown. 

When such catastrophes occur, and the reasons 
cannot be definitely ascertained, all possible steps 
must be taken to prevent recurrences. The ground 
through which this tunnel is being driven is treach- 
erous and must be closely watched. The fatalistic 
attitude of men who are constantly working be- 
neath the surface, either in a supervisorial or in 
other capacities, is unfortunately entirely too 
common, 


What Investigation Showed 


A careful investigation of the disaster of August 
28 was made by the Industrial Accident Commis- 
sion and the United States Bureau of Mines’ repre- 
sentative, assisted by the engineers of the City and 
County of San Francisco: The timbers were found 
to be sound and adequate, judging by both min- 
ing and tunneling experiences, the men were 
skilled in their business, and those in authority 
were fully competent to direct the work. Evi- 
dently there was a movement of earth due to pres- 
sure that was not known. 

“Shortly after the regrettable occurrence of last 
month a man was killed while riding on an elec- 
trically-driven train in the tunnel. He put his 
head out and it came in contact with the timber- 
ing. His action cannot be explained. All that is 
involved in safe practice requires that such a risk 
be not taken, especially in the narrow confines 
indicated. 

Former Accident Described 


“On January 9, 1931, there was a disaster simi- 
lar to the one which occurred on August 28, 1932. 
It took place in the East Mitchell tunnel, and 
twenty men were endangered. Fortunately these 
workers, though entombed for many hours, were 
rescued unhurt. R. D. Currie, associate mining 
engineer of the United States Bureau of Mines, 
had inspected the location about three hours be- 
iore the cave-in and did not find any unusual con- 
ditions, Fred L. Lowell, mining engineer of the 
Industrial Accident Commission, examined the 
tunnel between Mocho and Valle shafts between 
uly 21 and July 26, 1932, approximately thirty 
days before the last catastrophe, and his report 
showed that the work was progressing satisfac- 
torily. These experts place their own lives in 
jeopardy when they go underground, and it stands 
to reason they are anxious to make the operations 
as safe as they possibly can. 

Responsibility on Employer 

“The California workmen’s compensation, insur- 
ance and safety act definitely places the legal and 
Noral obligations to make places of employment 
Safe on each employer. The duty is not assigned 
to the Industrial Accident Commission. The lat- 
ter does its best to advise; to issue orders, rules 
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and regulations; to find out the right methods to 
follow and to give the benefits of research in acci- 
dent prevention to all concerned; to investigate 
fatalities and complaints, and to make such occa- 
sional inspections as are possible with a very small 
staff of men. 

“For years Engineer Lowell alone had super- 
vision over the mines, tunnels, quarries and dredg- 
ers of California. if the Industrial Accident Com- 
mission were given the task of safeguarding em- 
ployees in the occupations just named it would be 
necessary to have several scores of trained men. 

“The officials of the City and County of San Fran- 
cisco must do everything within their power to 
watch each step of the work underground, exercise 
eternal vigilance and have the best engineering 
skill to represent the safety efforts. 


Carelessness of Employees 

“Even with all of this, there can be no guaran- 
tee that another methane gas explosion will not 
occur, or that a cave-in will not crush human 
beings. And the California law requires employees 
to do their share in protecting life. Matches have 
been taken from the clothing of men killed in 
Hetch Hetchy operations, even though there is a 
strict order against carrying them underground 
and periodi¢al search is made before work is 
started. It is only fair to say that there is no evi- 
dence that the longed-for cigarette caused any one 
of the disasters, but the fact remains that the vio- 
lation of an extremely necessary rule is deplored 
by all who are interested in safety, and particularly 
by miners and tunnel workers who value their 
own lives. The faintest spark of fire in or near 
methane gas can instantly nullify all that can be 
done by safety engineering skill or the installation 
of every protective device known to man.” 


—_—@____—_ 
State Association of Barbers | 


Favors 6-Hour Day, 5-Day Week 


(Meeting in Modesto on Monday evening, Sep- 
tember 19, the California State Association of 
Journeymen Barbers elected officers for the ensu- 
ing year and went on record as favoring the six- 
hour day and five-day week for all crafts. 

C. E. Sheets of Barbers’ Union-No. 317 of Bak- 
ersfield, and president of the Kern County Labor 
Council, was elected president to succeed Rea Last 
of Los Angeles. Ros Mannina of San Jose was 
elected secretary, and the following list of vice- 
presidents was named: 

M. E. Bruce of Fresno, J. E. Theobald of Oak- 
land, C. E. Ryneerson of Marysville, A. W. Cross 
of Palo Alto, A. M. Trentanelli of Pittsburg, F. E. 
Waxter of Monterey, O. C. Edwards of San Fran- 
cisco, A. Holt of Los Angeles, Frank Blye of 
Stockton, B. W. Creasy of Hanford, J. G. Garey 
of San Diego, L. McKibben of Ventura, T. Gilmore 
of Sacramento, L. H. Sutton of Salinas, J. A. Gold- 
ronner of San Pedro, and William Towner of 
Glendale. 
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Seven 


Progress Being Made 


~ On Job Insurance Bill 


Plans for nation-wide unemployment insurance 
legislation are being drafted by the legislative com- 
mittee of the American Federation of Labor, it was 
announced this week. 

The measure being considered by the committee 
would require enactment by Congress and the 
various state legislatures. It was first planned to 
attempt to secure the passage of one federal law 
to cover the situation, but it was found constitu- 
tional inhibitions would bar such a bill. 

While no hard-and-fast program has been 
adopted, plans being worked out call for enactment 
of a uniform bill by each legislature. There is to 
be no expense to individual workers. Cost of the 
insurance is to be paid by industry and the states 
with a contribution from the national government 
—somewhat like federal aid is now given to states 
engaged in good roads programs. 

Administration of the law will be by states. 
Provision will also be made that “working men 
and women must be protected in the exercise of 
their rights to belong to trade unions,” members 
of the committee explained. 

This clause is considered vital. Otherwise, it is 
pointed out, there would be nothing to prevent 
state officials from giving an unemployed union 
worker the choice between “scabbing” a job or 
losing his out-of-work benefits. 

There will probably be a number of changes in 
the bill before the committee concludes drafting 
it. They are ‘“‘considering every angle to the propo- 
sition,” members said. 

The bill must be approved by the A. F. of L.’s 
annual convention in Cincinnati, November 28. 
After that it will be sent to state labor federations 
for introduction in the various legislatures. 
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July to August period brought an employment 
gain of 2.9 per cent in New York state, with fac- 
tory pay rolls climbing 3.7 per cent. 
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CHEAP CLEANING IS EXPENSIVE 


Be not deceived by cheap cleaning. Protect the health of your family by 
patronizing a plant where all your clothes and household goods, including 
rugs, are handled under the most sanitary conditions, where your clothing 
stays clean and pressed longer and save them from wear. 
Cleaning with us is an art. 
High Quality Cleaning and Finishing at 
Moderate Prices—You Will Be Surprised! 


J. ALLEC 


DYEING AND CLEANING WORKS 


Main Office and Works 


2140 FOLSOM STREET 


PHONE HEMLOCK 3131 
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RUN O’ THE HOOK 


(This department is conducted by the 
president of San Francisco Typo- 
graphical Union No. 21) 

Ray McDonald and Paul Coss, delegates to the 
California State Federation of Labor Convention 
at Modesto from Los Angeles Typographical 
Union No. 174, were visitors in San Francisco for 
a few days following adjournment of that meeting. 

Phil Campau, who suffered a breakdown some 
months back, has returned to the city after spend- 
ing the summer on a ranch in Mendocino County. 
Phil is looking fine and says he has thoroughly 
recovered. 

Friends of Harold E. Hearn of the “Chronicle” 
Chapel were surprised to learn he had boarded a 
steamer for a cruise through the South Sea Islands 
to extend over a period of about three months. 

According to a statement released by Will J. 
French, director of the State Department of In- 
dustrial Relations, the state division of labor sta- 
tistics and law enforcement collected $2,025,409 in 
unpaid wages during the biennial period ending 
June 30. 

James F. Hevrin, delegate to the recent I. T. U. 
convention at Long Beach from New York, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Hevrin, was a visitor at headquar- 
ters Tuesday. Mr. and Mrs. Hevrin were en route 
to Seattle by steamer, stopping over in San Fran- 
cisco overnight. Mrs. Hevrin is third vice-presi- 
dent of the Woman’s International Auxiliary as 
well as an organizer and chairman of its label 
committee. 

On September 19, according to reports, the way 
was cleared in New York City for arbitration of 
wages and hours when the publishers agreed to 
allow the union to bring the question of the five- 
day week before the board if it so desires. The four 
members of the board already chosen by the 
employers and the printers met on September 21 
to choose the fifth member. If no agreement can 
be reached within ten days the choice of this mem- 
ber will rest with President Charles P. Howard 
of the I. T. U. and Harvey Kelly of the A. N. P. A. 

According to “Editor & Publisher” an agreement 
has been reached in Chicago between the Typo- 
graphical Union and the Franklin Association for 
a forty-hour week, giving the employers the option 
of operating six days per week. The agreement is 
to run to March, 1933, when committees will meet 
in an endeavor to agree on a continuance. The 
scale calls for $1.22% per hour for day work and 
$1.40 for night work. The plan further provides 
that no new apprentices are to be registered until 
September 30, 1934. 

At the special election held last week Oakland 
Union adopted an unemployment relief plan to 
extend over a period of three months, under which 
each member will pay a weekly assessment equal 
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to 66% per cent of all earnings in excess of 36 
hours at the member’s hourly rate. The vote was 
132 to 101. 

A survey made by the I. T. U. officials for use 
at the recent Long Beach convention, and which 
was closed some three weeks prior to the opening 
session, shows the following figures regarding un- 
employment in the international jurisdiction as it 
exists in 682 local unions. These unions have a 
total membership of 73,758, and comprise 35,736 
news men, 29,546 book and job men and 8476 pen- 
sioners, proprietors and members not working at 
the trade. Ninety-three unions, with a total mem- 
bership of 2550, failed to report. At the present 
time there are 22,040 members working six days 


a week. Fifty-one unions working five and one- . 
Sixty-_ 


half days a week represent 3679 members. 
two unions operating five days a week have a 
membership of 14,559. Members working from two 
to four days number 13,988, and 11,016 members 
are reported as unemployed. Pensioners, propri- 
etors, and those not at trade, 8476. The survey 
further showed that the number of unemployed are 
concentrated in nine states and Canada, comprising 
8189, leaving the balance scattered throughout the 
remainder of the states. 

Look for the union label on the menu at your 
favorite restaurant, and call it to the attention of 
the manager if this emblem of fair conditions is 
absent. Spend union-earned money for union 
products and with those who believe in helping 
maintain a proper standard of living by having 
their printing done under union conditions. Help 
end the depression for union men and women by 
constant demand for the union label, card and 
button. 

A resolution adopted at the convention asks the 
board of trustees to study the feasibility of issu- 
ing suitable Christmas seals, the proceeds of which 
are to be placed in the endowment fund of the 
Home. 

Ralph Q. Henderson is again able to resume 
employment following a six weeks’ period of 
illness. 

Ted Wiget, winner of the classic Golden Gate 
swimming event held under auspices of the “Chron- 
icle’’ last Sunday, is a nephew of Ross Newman, 
who is well known to many of our members as the 
steward at the Allied Printing Trades Club. The 
sensational young swimmer clipped nearly eight 
minutes from the record for the course, his time 
being 38:31. The event, which the “Chronicle” has 
sponsored for some years, was one of the most 
successful yet held, there being 115 starters, 107 of 
whom negotiated the full route. 

As usual at the annual I. T. U. gatherings sev- 
eral novel cards were in evidence. Charley Minott, 
formerly employed on the “Examiner,” but now 
in Phoenix, advertised his present home town’s 
chief -product with his name printed on copper of 
almost tissue thickness. F. E. Stilwell of Santa 
Ana found a great demand for his card, which car- 
ried a mounting of a miniature orange with accom- 
panying sprig of leaves inserted in the card. “Rod” 
Payne, well known throughout the West, pro- 
claimed that he is now in “Goldfield, the Town 
with the Yellow Streak.” The “depression card” 
of Joseph Philippson of Des Moines was 1x inch 
in size. 


> 
INDIANA MINERS’ SCALE 


Union miners are at work today in Indiana 
under a new scale, just signed, providing for a 
basic wage of $4.571%, the contract running three 
years. The union took this scale for three years 
in preference to a $5 scale for one year. 

sa eatin te ee 

Dictator Machado, Cuba, has liberated 84 politi- 
cal prisoners of whom ten are women. It is said 
more will be liberated. Some of those now free 
had been on the Isle of Pines more than a year, 
held without trial. 
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MAILER NOTES 


By LEROY C.SMITH 


Among the delegates to the Long Beach conven. 
tion who have visited San Francisco were Otto (j, 
Lepp, Milwaukee; Thomas Kelley and Stephen J, 
Howard, Boston; Andrew Giacola, Chicago. 

Delegate Lepp, secretary Milwaukee Mailers’ 
Union No. 23, delivered a half-hour address at 
No. 18’s September union meeting. He received an 
ovation rarely accorded visiting speakers at our 
union meetings. While here, Mr. Lepp also favored 
the meeting of the Allied Printing Trades Council 
with an address of some length, receiving consid- 
erable applause. Secretary Lepp, who has been 
quite active in labor union affairs in Milwaukee 
and the State of Wisconsin, is an able and mag- 
netic speaker and an accomplished writer. His 
speech at the I. T. U. convention, Long Beach, 
favoring the adoption of legislation in the interests 
of members of the I. T. U., particularly those mem- 
bers who are not affiliated with the M. T. D. U, 
was considered by many to be one of the best 
speeches made before that convention. The re- 
marks of Delegates Thomas Kelley and Stephen 
J. Howard urging the adoption of propositions 
sponsored by them, and which the convention 
adopted by an overwhelming vote, were well re- 
ceived. In the opinion of many delegates and 
visitors, delegates affiliated with the M. T. D. U. 
who argued against the adoption of these propo- 
sitions made their adoption all the more certain 
by the convention. 

The I. T. U. convention, Long Beach, adopted 
propositions of great importance which will be 
sent to referendum and should be carefully studied 
by the rank and file of the organization in order 
that they may be able to vote upon them intelli- 
gently. The convention adjourned with apparently 
the best of humor prevailing all around, 
though the debate, naturally, was somewhat 
heated at times. President Howard, as a presiding 
officer, was eminently fair and impartial at all 
times. One of the most pleasing features of the 
I. T. U. convention was the large number of visi- 
tors daily in attendance who manifested a keen 
interest in the proceedings. 

Charles A. Pirie, foreman of the “Chronicle.” 
after an enjoyable two weeks’ vacation, has re 
turned to work. 
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WHEAT ACREAGE CURTAILED 
Autumn grain sowing in Russia is reported by 
the soviets about half the acreage sown at this 
time last year, which may or may not be true. 
—_——____ &___—_—. 
Crawfora Was Noted Figure in 


Early Days of Printers’ Union 

Mark L. Crawford, veteran trade unionist, presi- 
dent of the International Typographical Union in 
1883, who died last week in Ravenswood hospital, 
Chicago, at the age of 83, learned to set type ina 
newspaper shop at the age of 14. For the last ten 
years he has been secretary of the Old Time Print- 
ers’ Association, says a Chicago dispatch. 

Identified with the trade union movement in its 
early stages, Crawford was secretary of the first 
convention of the American Federation of Labor. 
In addition to his term as president he also served 
as secretary-treasurer of the Typographical Union. 

Mr. Crawford was appointed a bank examiner 
during the McKinley administration and later was 
transferred to the immigration bureau, Department 
of Labor. From 1914 to 1918 he was in charge o! 
conciliation in a five-state district, with headquar- 
ters in Chicago. 
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Cleveland, Ohio, printers went on a_ five-day 
schedule September 5, the union having voted it 
into operation, 326 to 274. 
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Fire Insurance Costs 


Termed Unreasonable 


Warning that campaigns for restriction of gov- 
ernment expenditures must not be permitted to 
proceed to the point of destroying essential ser- 
vices in Washington was issued in trade union 
circles this week. The campaign of the new Na- 
tional Economy League is cited. 

“The program of those seeking tremendous re- 
ductions is well worth watching,” said one of 
labor’s experts in this field. 

“According to some of the campaigners for re- 
duction, labor departments or bureaus and essential 
inspection services and services for enforcement 
of factory and safety laws should be abolished. 
The health and safety of men, women and children 
in factories is essential. 

“We might suggest to those who seek substan- 
tial reductions in taxation that they consider the 
cost to the taxpayers of the activities of those 
pompous gentlemen who operate legitimate rack- 
ets, which, in substance, levy a large tribute—in- 
direct taxation—on the American people and 
American industries. 

“Recent compilations of the cost of fire insur- 
ance for the last ten years, 1922. to 1931, inclusive, 
show that we have paid some six billions of dollars 
to fire insurance companies, of which some three 
billions of dollars was expended for losses. 

“It is hardly believable that the American people 
can be expected to continue to contribute $2 in 
fire insurance rates for each $1 the fire insurance 
companies pay out in losses. 

“Big business does not pay such costs, as the 
companies in which big business insures return to 
the large corporations dividends ranging from 30 
per cent to as high as 90 per cent of the original 
costs. 

“It is the small industries, the home owners, the 
farmers and the city dwellers—industrial workers 
—who pay the exorbitant fire insurance rates 
which make up the three billions of dollars the 
fire insurance companies spent during the past ten 
years for overhead expenses and commissions. 

“A 50 per cent expense for overhead for that 
which is a necessity of life is well worth looking 
into on the part of those who claim they wish to 
eliminate waste and reduce unnecessary costs.” 

—_-_ 
COMMUNITY CHEST PLANS 


The goal of the Community Chest campaign, 
from November 14 through December 2, has been 
set at $2,500,000, according to W. P. Fuller, Jr., 
chairman of the executive committee of the Chest. 
Last year, with the same goal, the campaign was 
oversubscribed with a total quota of $2,635,000. 
Warning San Francisco of the danger threatening 
the social and economic structure of the city if the 
100 budget-participating agencies of the Chest are 
not maintained at this critical time, Ray W. Smith, 
executive secretary of the Chest, said: 

“The Chest supports welfare work of vital im- 
portance to every man, woman and child in our 
city. The bond issue will feed our unemployed. 
The Chest is dedicated to the task of caring for 
neglected babies and homeless children, of guiding 
young people confused in this period of doubt and 
disaster, of providing medical and hospital care for 
our indigent sick and aged, of saving from utter 
despair the destitute families and men and women 
at the end of their resources. It will be a hard fight 
this year but we dare not stop short of our goal 
of protecting the homes of San Francisco from 
squalor, disease and crime.” 

————————@__—__ 
CHEAPER FUEL GAS 

Anthracite Institute announces perfection of a 
machine to make gas out of hard coal at prices of 
about one-fifth the present rates. 
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DECREASE IN ASSESSMENTS 


California property owners will pay taxes this 
year on assessed valuations which are $1,316,965,- 
641 less than the corresponding figures for 1931, 
according to statistics completed by the State 
Board of Equalization. 
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DISCOUNT BUSINESS UPTURN REPORTS: 


August was the third month in which the news- 
papers have been fuil of items intended to convey 
the impression that the United States is in the 
revival stage of the business cycle, according to 
“The Labor Bureau, Inc.” 

When the statistics were published for June and 
July, the statement added, it became apparent that 
the facts were exactly the reverse of the im- 
pressions created by the news stories in the papers. 
So far as information is available for August, the 
same record seems to be repeated. 

Production and employment, adjusted for sea- 
sonal influences, continue their downward way, 
while there is no statistical evidence of the revival 
which is supposed to be taking place in wholesale 
trade. 

The spirit of confidence is derived, of course, 
from the rise of prices, especially of prices in the 
stock and bond markets, the Labor Bureau con- 
cluded. There is a superstition in the United States 
that the trend of stock prices forecasts the trend 
of business some months in advance. 

We call it a superstition because there is little 
evidence for it in history. 

Sometimes stock prices lag behind business con- 
ditions, sometimes they go in the opposite direc- 
tion. 

The stock market is almost wholly a speculative 
one based on the speculative psychology; it does 
not necessarily reflect real conditions. 

Speculators are wrong about as often as they 
are right in their anticipation of what is to happen. 

ee Se 


Socialist Candidate Thomas 
To Address San Franciscans 


Norman Thomas, Socialist candidate for Presi- 
dent, will speak before the San Francisco branch 
of the California League of Women Voters at noon 
on Thursday, October 6. At 8 p. m. that day he 
will address a mass meeting in Scottish Rite Audi- 
torium on “A Plan for America.” The next day, 
Friday, at noon, he will speak on “Present Public 
Problems” at the Commonwealth Club, which will 
be broadcast over KPO at 12:45 p. m. While in 
San Francisco he is staying at the Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel. 

Norman Thomas is a former Presbyterian min- 
ister, a graduate of Princeton University in 1905, 
of Union Theological Seminary in 1911. Last year 
he was given an honorary LL.D. by Princeton in 
recognition of his outstanding service as the chief 
American critic of our social order. 

Thomas is stressing the Socialist program to end 
this depression and the cycle of recurring depres- 
sions. He outlines the specific planks of the Social- 
ist party on unemployment and labor legislation, 
social ownership, banking, agriculture, taxation, 
civil liberties, constitutional changes and interna- 
tional relations. 
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ON YOUR PRINTING, BOOKBINDING 
AND PHOTOENGRAVING 
If a firm cannot place the Label of the 
Allied Printing Trades Council on your 
Printing, it is not a Union Concern. 


Prepare Banquet for 
Teamsters’ President 


To celebrate the completion of twenty-five years’ 
service as president of the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Stablemen and 
Helpers, committees are working to complete de- 
tails for an elaborate banquet to be tendered to 
Daniel J. Tobin at the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, 
Canada, on October 1. 

Tobin was elected to head the teamsters’ organi- 
zation at the Boston convention in 1907, defeating 
Cornelius P. Shea. He has been elected without 
opposition each succeeding year. Tobin was treas- 
urer of the American Federation of Labor for 
years, resigning in 1928. 

At the time of Tobin’s election, says the St. 
Louis “Union News,” the teamsters were not in 
the best of standing with the labor movement gen- 
erally. The union had a small, jumbled member- 
ship and its treasury was almost nil. During a 
quarter century under Tobin’s leadership the union 
has signally prospered, and today rates among the 
foremost international unions. 

In 1911 Tobin was American Federation of 
Labor delegate to the British Trades Union Con- 
gress, and in 1918 he represented the A. F. of L. 
in the congress of the International Federation of 
Trades Unions at Amsterdam. In the same year 
he was a member of President Wilson’s Industrial 
Conference. In 1921 Tobin attended the third con- 
vention of the Pan-American Federation of Labor 
at Mexico City as one of the A. F. of L. delegates. 

Local unions from nearly all parts of the Ameri- 
can continent as well as Canada are expected to 
be represented. The general arrangements com- 
mittee is composed of Thomas L. Hughes, general 
secretary-treasurer of the Brotherhood, with Or- 
ganizers Thomas Farrel and John M. Gillespie. 
Sub-committees have been appointed in the large 
cities to co-operate with the undertaking. 


Tobin recently was appointed to head the labor 
bureau of the Roosevelt-Garner Campaign Com- 
mittee. 


JACQUARD DAVENPORT BED 
$77.50 : 
A Remarkably Well-Built Bed 


for the small bungalow, flat or apart- 
ment. The quality of Jacquard and the 
construction is guaranteed the best 
money can buy for a moderate price. 
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S. F. LABOR COUNCIL 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of September 23, 1932 

Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Presi- 
dent D. P. Haggerty. 

Reading Minutes—Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing approved as printed in the Labor Clarion. 

Communications—Filed—From the family of our 
late Brother Knell, thanking Council for its kind 
expressions of sympathy. From the United Tex- 
tile Workers of America, stating the Pequot sheets 
and pillow cases are 100 per cent union made. 
From Varnishers and Polishers, inclosing money 
order for $2 for Labor Day tickets. From Typo- 
graphical Union No. 21, acknowledging receipt of 
Council's resolutions in memory of George H. 
Knell, late delegate from this union to the Council, 
and thanking the Council for its appreciation of 
his long service in the labor movement. 

Referred to Executive Committee—From Culi- 
nary Workers’ Joint Executive Board, request- 
ing Council to place the Morrison cafe, 165 O’Far- 
rell street, on the “We Don’t Patronize List.” 

Reports of Unions—Cracker Bakers—Are prose- 
cuting boycott on San Francisco Biscuit Company; 
requested all not to patronize products of said firm. 
Culinary Workers—Reported Foster’s, White Tav- 
erns and Clinton Cafeterias unfair. Garment 
Workers—Requested a further demand for their 
label when making purchases. Hatters—Requested 
delegates to look for their label when buying hats. 

Auditing Committee—Reported favorably on all 
bills, and warrants were ordered drawn for same. 

Law and Legislative Committee—Pursuant to in- 
structions, the members of the Law and Legisla- 
tive Committee who remain in San Francisco dur- 
ing the past week and were not in attendance at 
the Modesto convention of the California State 
Federation of Labor, have attended the meetings 
of the judiciary committee of the Board of Super- 
visors and taken part to some extent in the hear- 
ings before that committee on proposed charter 
amendments. As the judiciary committee has taken 
all such pending amendments under advisement 
and the Board of Supervisors as yet has not acted 
upon any of said amendments, the result will not 
be known until after the Council’s meeting this 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 
Don’t Patronize List” of the San Francisco 
Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 
and sympathizers are requested to cut this 
out and post it. 


American Tobacco Company. 

Baker, Hamilton & Pacific Co. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand Laundry, 218 Ellis. 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. Co. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mfg., 113 Front. 

Foster's Lunches. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

“Grizzly Bear,”” organ of N. S. G. W. 

Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 

Manning's, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 

Mann Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 

Market Street R. R. 

Marquard’s Coffee Shop and Catering Co. 

Purity Chain Stores. 

Q. R. S. Neon Corporation, Ltd., 306 Seventh. 

Tait’s, 24 Ellis. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 
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week, wherefore your committee will not consider 
charter amendments until its next meeting, to be 
held in the Council’s office next Thursday evening, 
September 29. 

It has been called to your committee’s attention 
that the Executive Council of the California State 
Federation of Labor has not submitted any recom- 
mendation to the convention on proposition No. 14 
on the state ballot, which will be voted on at the 
coming November election. This amendment was 
submitted by the last session of the Legislature 
and is of great importance to the interests of San 
Francisco harbor, as it extends for another twenty 
years, from 1935 to 1955, the present mode of taxa- 
tion of vessels of more than fifty tons’ burden. All 
such vessels have since 1914 been exempt from 
local taxation, and made subject only to state taxa- 
tion. The exemption would expire January 1, 1935, 
and as stated, if proposition No. 14 is adopted at 
the coming state election this exemption from 
local taxation will continue to first day of Janu- 
ary, 1955. The Council formerly favored the prin- 
ciple of exempting shipping from local taxation, 
for the purpose of protecting the interests of the 
San Francisco harbor against the competition of 
other ports on the Pacific Coast littoral. Your com- 
mittee therefore can see no objections to continu- 
ing the exemption for another twenty years, and 
recommends accordingly that proposition No. 14 
on the state ballot be indorsed. Concurred in. 

Receipts, $657.36, expenses, $862.62. 

Council adjourned at 8:45 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 

P. S. Members of affiliated unions are urged to 
demand the union label, card and button when 
making purchases. Also to patronize the Munici- 
pal Railway whenever possible. J O:G, 
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ANNUAL FOOD SHOW 


What the well-dressed housewife should 
will 


wear 
be the “theme” of the fashion show which 
will be one of the outstanding entertainment fea- 
tures at the seventh annual Food Show to be open 
at the Civic Auditorium October 8 to 15. Bernard 
Sieroty, well-known style expert, will direct the 
fashion display. Every phase of the feminine cos- 
tume, from the early morning pajama to the latest 
evening gown, will be displayed by clever ac- 
tresses. These girls will “double in brass” by put- 
ting on a smart vaudeville show every evening, 
under the direction of Mrs. Eleanor Hertz, impre- 
sario of the RKO in San Francisco. Concerts will 
be given every evening, with Phil Sapiro directing 
the Municipal Band. The band will play for the 
acts and fashion show. Special programs will be 
put on by various participating groups, including 
the Playground Commission, the Parent-Teacher 
Association and the neighborhood centers. 
————__—_ 


Economic System Without Plan 
And Philanthropy Inadequate 


“It is apparent we have all suffered the economic 
and social consequences of an economic system 
which functions without plan or moral sanction,” 
declared Spencer Miller, Jr., secretary of the Work- 
ers’ Educational Bureau of America, in an address 
at the National Labor Sunday service of the Wash- 
ington Cathedral at Washington, D. C. 

“It is a system,” he added, “that lacks both ex- 
ternal order and inner cohesion. 

“Then, too, we know that it is both idle and 
futile to ask the victims of economic distress to 
bear the full burdens of such a period unaided by 
community sympathy or by government support. 

“Private philanthropy has proved not only in- 
adequate to the task of ministering to human dis- 
tress, but the depression has diverted funds for 
needed character building agencies to the immedi- 
ate task of feeding the hungry. That is a task that 
society dare not neglect.” 


PROMOTIONAL LEAGUE 


The following are the official minutes of the 
meeting of the Trades Union Promotional League 
held September 21, 1932, in Mechanics’ Hall, Labor 
Temple: 

The meeting was called to order by President 
A. W. Edwards at 8 p. m. and on roll call the fol- 
lowing were noted absent: Vice-President T. A, 
Rotell; excused, Secretary W. G. Desepte, at the 
State Federation of Labor convention; Theodore 
Johnson, ill. The minutes of the previous meeting, 
held September 7, were approved as read. 


Communications: From Building Trades Coun- 
cil, minutes; noted and filed. From District Coun- 
cil of Carpenters, minutes; same were read, as 
Delegate Willis had made quite an extended report 
on the League’s new sticker-stamp; filed. 

Bills: Read and laid over. 


Reports of Unions: Carpet Mechanics’ Union 
reported on conditions of the War Memorial job). 
Bookbinders’ Union reported work quiet. Bill 
Posters’ Union stated it is slow. Cracker Bakers’ 
Union reported two non-union firms are here now, 
the North American Biscuit Company, from Seat- 
tle, and the Sunland Biscuit Company, from [Los 
Angeles; expect to. have steadier work from now 
on. Stereotypers and Electrotypers’ Union stated 
it is not so good. Elevator Constructors’ Union 
and Pile Drivers’ Union reported work fair. Mill- 
men’s Union reported there is very little work in 
the mills; trying to stop work from going out of 
town; state the chairs for the opera house have to 
be made over; demand the union stamp on all 
mill work; Dairy Delivery Company’s mill work 
is not let out yet. Typographical Union reported 
on some of the results of their International con- 
vention in Los Angeles; work not good. Hatters’ 
Union claimed many non-union Stetson hats are 
sold here; look for their union label. 


Good and Welfare: Under this head Delegate 
Morgan of the Carpet Mechanics’ Union stated 
that the work in his line for the War Memorial 
would be divided among their extra workers; that 
Commercial Carpet Laying Company was 100 per 
cent union. Delegate Willis of the Pile Drivers 
stated he had reported to the District Council of 
Carpenters on the activity of the League and had 
given out a number of the sticker books. 


Receipts and expenses laid over to next meeting. 

Ladies’ Auxiliary: Reported that they were en- 
deavoring to carrying on their work in assisting 
the League, but felt that they also should be as- 
sisted by the delegates reporting to their unions 
the work of the Auxiliary and to ask members to 
have their women folks join them. 


Adjournment: There being no further business 
the meeting adjourned at 9:20 p. m. to meet again 
October 5. At this meeting the League will dis- 
pose of a $5 hat. Delegates are requested to attend. 
There will also be a meeting of the Agitation Com- 
mittee before the meeting convenes. 


“No union label—not union—don’t buy.” 
Fraternally submitted. 
GEORGE PLATO, Secretary pro tem. 
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WOMEN’S MINIMUM WAGE 


The Division of Industrial Welfare of the State 
of California annually calls for payroll reports 
from all establishments in California who employ 
women and minors in the mercantile, laundry and 
dry-cleaning, and manufacturing industries; also 
hotels, restaurants and hospitals, says a report just 
issued by the division. These reports are certified 
by the manager or superintendent as being a full, 
true and correct report for the period requested. 
Each payroll is checked for compliance with the 
commission’s orders. 


During the past year reports were obtained 
from 14,927 establishments, employing 130,435 
women. 


Since 1920 the wage standards for women and 
minors employed in these industries in California 
have been maintained to the minimum set at that 
time, or $16 a week. The establishments employ- 
ing experienced women and minors have upheld 
this rate. All employees working for less than $16 
a week are either apprentices or infirm or aged 
workers, who are permitted to work under a 
license for less than the minimum. These licenses 
are limited to a certain percentage of employees 
in an establishment, and also limited as to the 
length of time a worker is so employed. The 
licenses are all checked and canceled — the ap- 
prenticeship periods expire. 


In 1919 the minimum wage in California was 
$10 a week, and a statistical analysis of the pay- 
rolls obtained in March and May of that year 
showed that 80.9 per cent of the women were em- 
ployed at a rate of less than $16 a week in the 
mercantile, laundry and dry cleaning and manu- 
facturing industries. The minimum was then 
raised to $13.50 a week, and the payrolls received 
during July and September, 1919, from these same 
industries showed a drop to 72 per cent of em- 
ployees at a rate of less than $16. The cost of liv- 
ing increased so rapidly during 1919 and 1920 that 
it was found necessary to raise the minimum wage 
to $16 in 1920, and the first statistical tables com- 
piled after this advance covered the payrolls for 
August and October, 1920.. These tables showed 
the effect of minimum wage legislation on the 
rates, for only 14.3 per cent were employed at a 
rate of under $16 a week. This rate has been main- 
tained, and the last figures obtained from these 
industries covering payrolls for September, 1931, 
showed but 3.2 per cent of the total number of 
employees receiving a rate less than $16 a week. 


One of the objections to the minimum wage 
law was that the minimum wage would become the 
maximum; but this has proven otherwise, as the 
number of women employed at a rate over the 
minimum, or $17 a week and over, has steadily 
increased each year. The figures for 1931 show 
that 70.2 per cent of all employees in the mer- 
cantile, laundry and dry-cleaning, and manufactur- 
ing industries received a rate of $17 a week or 
over. The minimum, or $16 a week, was paid to 
26.6 per cent of these workers, and the remainder, 
or 3.2 per cent of the employees, were apprentices, 
employed at rates of under $16 a week. 

An analysis of the rates paid, in the different 
industries, as reported on payrolls covering the 
week ending September 26, 1931, is appended to 
the report. 
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“ONE TOUCH OF KINDNESS” 


Jones (rolling his lawn, hot and tired)—Hullo! 
Your father wants to borrow something as usual, 
I suppose? Neighbor’s Boy—Yes, please, Mr. 
Jones. He says could you "blige him with the loan 
of a corkscrew? Jones—A corkscrew? Certainly! 
You run along, Bobby—I'll bring it round myself, 
—“Humorist.” 
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WHY NOT TACKLE LIVE ISSUES? 
Editor Labor Clarion: 


Sir: A world crisis, threatening unparalleled dis- 
aster, seems to be fast approaching, and our would- 
be leaders offer us simply the tweedledum and 
tweedledee of party politics, petty personalities and 
“elittering generalities.” 

Among other really important matters, wholly 
unmentioned by candidates for office as president, 
senators or congressmen, are our recognition of 
Russia, our entry into the International Court of 
Justice, and the acceptance of our full share in the 
work of the League of Nations, these two last 
being virtually American institutions, the work of 
an American President, Woodrow Wilson. 

As to the first, recognitoin of Russia, the Mon- 
roe doctrine we so fondly evoke when it suits us 
gives full instructions, viz., “to recognize all de 
facto governments, to cultivate friendly relations 
with them, and to maintain those relations by a 
just, firm and manly policy”: Apart from neglect- 
ing this Monroe doctrine, which we profess to fol- 
low, the severe loss of trade consequent on this 
neglect adds to our unexampled unemployment by 
sea and land, thus increasing our present dire 
distress. 

Two years ago our President signed: the neces- 
sary protocol for our full participation in the work 
of the International Court of Justice. Obviously, 
if this long-suffering world is ever to be freed 
from the barbarous idiocy of war the settlement 
of international troubles by appeal to justice is its 
one hope. It took seventeen years for our Senate 
to pass the pure food bill; for how many decades 
is its ratification of Hoover’s signing of the World 
Court protocol to be delayed? Will our would-be 
senators state their views and intentions? 

As to our full entry into the League of Nations, 
in which we aré annually taking larger part in 
various ways, are we to continue justifying our 
failure to take full participation in its benefits by 
misapplying George Washington’s phrase as to 
“entangling alliances”? The League of Nations is 
distinctly an institution for disentangling this old 
world’s perplexities by peaceful methods. In this 
our day of modern methods of warfare, poison gas 
and incendiary bombs, dropped on world capitals 
by airplanes flying miles overhead, any institution 
that would avert resort to such devilish devices 
should be most welcome to any sane society. 

What views on these subjects are entertained by 
our would-be leaders? The public has the right to 
know! 

EDWARD BERWICK. 

Pacific Grove, Calif., September 22, 1932. 
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AUGUST GASOLINE TAX 


Gasoline taxes based on August distributions of 
California oil companies amounted to $3,408,588.45. 
Contrasting this total with the corresponding taxes 
for August, 1931, reveals that there has been a loss 
of $142,258.68. A year ago 119,557,140.4 gallons of 
motor vehicle fuel were taxed for August, while 
the total for last month is 114,767,285.6, marking 
a decrease of 4 per cent. 
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One of America’s Largest Home Furnishers 


Special Terms 


Thor Washers, Wedgewood Ranges, 
Majestic Refrigerators 
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FREE PRESS IN CHINA 


Probably China would be the last place in the 
world one would think of in connection with a 
“free press.” It would also be thought somewhat 
incongruous to hear a rebuke to other nations for 
their scrapping of Magna Carta and suppressing 
free expression of thought and opinion. 

Yet here is “United China,” a magazine pub- 
lished at Shanghai, and announcing itself as the 
“official organ of the Institute of Journalists 
(China),” displaying the motto, “United we stand, 
divided we fall,” and delivering itself thus: 

“Complete freedom of the press is unknown to- 
day in Russia, India, the Straits Settlements, the 
Dutch East Indies, Burma, Germany, Japan, Spain, 
France, Czecho-Slovakia, and Italy. In other 
countries not mentioned the press generally is in 
the hands of financial and other interests who are 
not so much concerned with freedom and liberty 
as with safeguarding the rights and interests of a 
minority who only seek their own selfish well 
being. 

“Poor China, who but a few months ago was 
broadcasted as being culpable of such acts, today 
sits in judgment on the modern world and the ac- 
cused becomes the accuser. For it is an incontro- 
vertible fact that throughout the world today, with 
the exception of China, there is less freedom of 
the press than there has been for decades. 

“Witness ‘United China’s’ outspoken statements 
anent our leaders and some of the government's 
actions which the editors have believed to be inimi- 
cal to the best interests of the nation. We venture 
to state that nowhere else in the world today would 
such liberty be shown to the people’s voice—the 
press. Because we see from day to day how the 
foreign press is muzzled, it is with feelings of 
pride that we give credit where it is due and de- 
clare our respect for the courage which has been 
shown by our government leaders in adhering to 
their promise, made when they came into power, 
that the freedom of the press would be inviolate. 

“Because we believe that a free, untrammeled, 
unmuzzled press is the antidote to the present 
world economic and sociological poisoning, we are 
confident that our country will take its part in the 
convalescence of a very sick and weary patient.” 
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AIN’T HUMAN NATURE QUEER? 
Windsor, Ont., employees of a street railway 
are reported to be so eager to take a wage-cut that 
they are fighting their international on the issue. 


————_—_ —- 


Always demand the union label. 
eo. 
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Pompeii Macaroni Factory, Inc. | 
Manufacturers of 
HIGH-GRADE GOODS 
Oakland Branch: 501 FRANKLIN ST. Phone LAkeside 1248 
Los Angeles Branch: 105 COURT ST. 


2987 FOLSOM Bie Near 26th, SAN FRANCISCO 
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LOOK FOR THE “UNION SHOP” SIGN 


of the International Association of Moshintete 
when having work dene on your car 
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J.C. MOORE CO. 
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FLORAL ARTISTS 
Funeral Work a Specialty—Lowest Prices 
3089 Sixteenth St., Near Valencia San Francisco 
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OPPOSE AMENDMENT No. 9 


A statewide campaign to defeat constitutional 
amendment No. 9, which seeks to add approxi- 
mately $50,000,000 per annum to guaranteed state 
support for schools through income and selective 
sales taxes, has been officially launched by three 
powerful groups. In the San Francisco Bay area 
the property owners’ division of the San Francisco 
Real Estate Board is directing the fight. In Cen- 
tral California the opposition campaign is being 
waged by the “California Statewide Committee 
Against Amendment No. 9,” an organization of 
agricultural leaders headed by Dr. A. C. Hardison 
of Santa Paula. The Southern California campagin 
is being directed by the California Taxation Im- 
provement Association. 

In a statement to civic, commercial and indus- 
trial organizations urging opposition to this 
amendment, Donzel Stoney, chairman of the prop- 
erty owners’ group, charges: 

“Constitutional amendment No. 9 upon the bal- 
lot at the election on November 8, 1932, seeks to 
add approximately $50,000,000 per annum to guar- 
anteed state support for schools through income 
and selective sales taxes. It fails to abolish any 
form of local tax or to suggest or to provide for 
any limitation on local taxes, budgets or expendi- 
tures. : 

“It permits boards of supervisors and other tax- 
levying bodies to continue to levy an equal or 
larger amount upon real property if they so elect. 
It fails to insure a proportionate reduction or any 
reduction at any point in local taxes. 

“Tt would increase by more than $9,000,000 an- 
nually the guaranteed constitutional average daily 
attendance minimum appropriation which must be 
provided for school purposes. It permits the Legis- 
lature to direct the expenditure annually of the 
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$50,000,000 it seeks to raise wherever that body 
pleases, irrespective of the sources of the funds. 
This can only mean political distribution. 

“The amendment rivets into the constitution a 
provision that will compel boards of supervisors 
to levy taxes for as much money as district boards 
of school trustees demand, limited in amount only 
to the greatest amount fixed by law if there be any 
limit whatever. Even the Legislature could not, 
as now, relieve boards of supervisors of this man- 
datory provision, once it is written into the con- 
stitution. 

“All authorities, including State Director of Fi- 
nance Rolland A. Vandegrift, agree that $50,000,- 
000 annually cannot be raised from the new sources 
of revenue set up in this amendment in view of 
economic conditions and federal levies on income 
and merchandise sales. Failure would mean a 
direct state tax on real and personal property of 
every description. 

“This organization is thoroughly in sympathy 
with the maintenance of an adequate and modern 
educational system for the children of this state. 
However, we are strongly opposed to amendment 
No. 9 because we believe taxes are too high now, 
that retrenchments must be made and that present 
economic conditions do not justify placing added 
millions in increased taxes upon the shoulders of 
the taxpayer.” 


» 
MINERS’ PRESIDENT ILL 


John L. Lewis, attending coal wage meetings in 
New York, was last week the victim of illness 
which kept him inactive for two or three days. 
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ILLINOIS INDUSTRIAL WAR 


At Braidwood, IIl., seventy-eight auto loads of 
mine marchers from Northern Illinois were moved 
out by police. Two of the marcher-pickets have 
been shot at Braidwood. 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


SAVINGS COMMERCIAL 


TRUST 


INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 10TH, 1868 


One of the Oldest Banks in California, the Assets of which have 
never been increased by mergers or consolidations with other Banks 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVINGS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


June 30th, 1932 
Assets— 


United States and Other Bonds 
(value $65,931,292.00) on books at. 

Loans on Real Estate. SE 

Loans on Bonds and Other Sec 

Bank Buildings and Lots, 


(value over $2, 125,000.00) on books at.......-.- 


Other Real Estate 


(value over $460,000.00) on books at......... 
Pension Fund (value over $780,000.00),on books at 


MO OUN . asecckcacseccasaudcess-s Saabasunpcsccchats saceccouveessecapasenuce 


Liabilities— 
Due Depositors. 
Capital Stock 
Reserve and Con ingent Funds. 


72,824,280.46 
1,383,523.04 


1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
$153,777,898.51 


-$147,577,898.51 
: 000,000.00 
5,200,000.00 


Total. —---a------~---- $153,777, 898.51 


The following additional statement may be of interest to the Depositors of the Bank: 
The Earnings of the Bank for the entire Fiscal Year ending June 30th, 1932 were 


as follows: 
Income 
Expenses and Taxes 


Net Profits. 


$ 7,452,861.44 


5,666.62 


$6,577,194.82 


The above does not include Interest due on Loans but not net collected 


MISSION BRANCH as 
PARK-PRESIDO BRANCH _ 
eas STREET BRANCH __ 


T PORTAL BRANCH 


“Haight and 
-West Portal jo and Ulloa St 


Dividends on Deposits as declared quarterly by the Board 
of Directors, are Computed Monthly and Compounded 
Quarterly,and may be withdrawn quarterly. 
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if your union is not enrolled on its subscription list subscribe Individually. 


AGAINST THIRTY HOURS 


Bankers’ plan to sabotage the thirty-hour work- 
week is possible if the “low down” as published 
by the New York “Times” is true, says an I, L, 
N. S. dispatch from the metropolis. 


In a week that saw car loadings go up without 
any seasonal reason in a ‘burst unequaled during 
the depression and that saw the well-known United 
States Steel back log start back toward obesity 
for the first time in seventeen months, the bankers 
let out the news that they are for a forty-hour week 
and not a thirty-hour week. 


“The maintenance of present prices for securi- 
ties and most of the commodities,” says the 
“Times” in its Wall Street news, “will depend 
largely upon what success is obtained in reducing 
unemployment, according to bankers.” So far so 
good, but— 

“In the last two months,” the “Times” goes on, 
“there has been some reduction in unemployment, 
but the figures still have not been reduced suffi- 
ciently to warrant current price levels, 
tended.” 

Therein is confession that present gains are not 
on a solid foundation. The “Times” then goes on 
to state the bankers’ position: 

“However, the opinion is voiced that if the 
‘share-the-work’ campaign results in a forty-hour 
week as the basis for industry, it ultimately will 
bring a stibstantial reduction in unemployment, 
although in this connection it is asserted that most 
industries are now working less than forty hours a 
week.” 

The upshot of the whole statement is that the 
bankers, aiming at the forty-hour week and claim- 
ing that most industries now work less, see no 
hope whatever for more employment or the end of 
depression as far as the workers are concerned, 
indicating the bankers have learned nothing. 


it is con- 


FOOD SHOP 


FIFTH near MARKET STREET 


